Buncombe board OKs Cliffs plan

	


By Mark Barrett
MBARRETT@CITIZEN-TIMES.COM     April 3, 2007 12:15 am

ASHEVILLE — The Buncombe County Planning Board approved Monday a plan submitted by The Cliffs Communities for 733 single-family homes north of Old Fort Road in Fairview and a company official says more could be on the way.

The Cliffs is still buying property for an upscale development to be called The Cliffs at High Carolina, Cliffs planner Don Nickell told the board.

“We don’t know the grand total. We’re still working on it,” he said.

Plans approved Monday involve 768 acres stretching from the north end of Spring Mountain Road northwest to the top of the ridge dividing Fairview and Swannanoa. They represent the second phase of development planned. The Cliffs submitted plans for 592 home lots on the Swannanoa side of the ridge last year.

It’s not yet clear what will ultimately be built on the Fairview property. The Cliffs has also submitted plans calling for a portion of the Fairview property to be developed for multifamily use, and an attorney says that is the South Carolina-based developer’s preference for the property.

Both plans show lots circling a golf course.

But county officials have not yet ruled on The Cliffs’ contention that it has a vested right to develop the Fairview property for multi-family use without regard to the county’s new multi-family ordinance. The Cliffs’ position is that its plans were in the works before the ordinance passed.

Attorneys for The Cliffs and Buncombe County said they are corresponding on the issue. County officials have not yet decided whether to grant The Cliffs’ request, said Michael Frue, an attorney working on the issue for the county.

The property is not zoned. The Planning Board’s decision involves mostly technical issues like the size and slope of lots and the configuration of roads.

Nickell wouldn’t give a specific timetable for the project. Some roadwork is under way on the Swannanoa side of the ridge.

