Cliffside Boycott Enters its 14th Week
Two more community groups join the growing effort.
April 18

With growing urgency, individuals, community groups, and candidates for public office are calling for a stop to the construction of Duke Energy's planned new 800 megawatt coal-burning power plant at Cliffside, in Rutherford county.  In addition to the weekly statewide boycott demonstration on Sunday nights, Cliffside is the focus of Earth Day events across the region. There are demonstrations planned in Charlotte and at the construction site itself. There are multiple lawsuits that have been filed against the increasingly isolated power company as it defies the scientific community, public opinion and the rule of law in continuing construction.

The Sunday boycott demonstration enters its fourteenth consecutive week on April 20, in which a growing number of electric ratepayers are turning off their lights for fifteen minutes beginning at 9pm in a demonstration of ratepayer power and solidarity against Cliffside and all new coal-burning and nuclear power plants. 

The groups promoting the Sunday boycott are working to re-direct public energy policy to substantially reduce energy consumption through efficiency, as renewable energy is rapidly developed to replace polluting sources. North Carolina has abundant renewable resources in wind, solar, geothermal, ocean waves and tides.  There are many existing industrial heat sources that could be used for co-generating electricity. There is also enormous potential in peak-power shifting to avoid the need for new polluting power plants.

This week the Global Warming Task Force (GWTF) of Henderson County and Bioneers of Asheville have joined with the sixteen other groups already co-promoting the Sunday boycott including Appalachian Coalition for Just and Sustainable Communities, Appalachian Institute for Renewable Energy, Canary Coalition, Carolinas Clean Air Coalition, Common Cause NC, Mom's Against Mercury, Mountain Voices Alliance, NC Interfaith Power & Light (a program of the NC Council of Churches), NC Waste Awareness and Reduction Network (NCWARN), Nuclear Information and Resource Service, Physicians for Social Responsibility, Rainforest Action Network, Social Action Network of the Asheville Unitarian Church, Southern Energy Network, Wenoca Sierra Group and Western North Carolina Alliance.

"Henderson County has already experienced drought, crop failure and reduced air visibility," Says Eva Ritchey of GWTF.  "An expanded coal fired electric plant only 40 miles from our air canopy is a bad idea.  The technology to reduce and sequester CO2 emissions is decades away.  That's years too late for the already polluted air in Henderson County."

The new Cliffside unit would produce six and a half million tons of CO2 annually, twice the greenhouse gas emissions of the current facility. But, Duke Energy is dismissing this problem, insisting that expanding Cliffside is the only way North Carolina can meet future energy demand.

"This may be the only way Duke Energy can continue to increase corporate profits while meeting future energy demand. But, it's not the only way to meet future energy demand," Says Avram Friedman of the Canary Coalition. "Reducing consumption will also work.  That may not be profitable to a company that sells energy.  But it's the way that most benefits public health, the economy and the environment.  We can reduce consumption of utility-generated power by creating strong economic incentives for investment in energy efficiency and independent renewable energy systems.  One important step will be to create an inverted utility rate-structure that will reward conservation as it penalizes wasteful energy use.  But, first we'll have to overcome the enormous and inappropriate political influence of the utility industry.  We're in the process of doing that now.  Please join us by turning off your lights every Sunday at           9 pm."
For more information about the Cliffside Boycott visit www.canarycoalition.org.
