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ASHEVILLE — The City Council on Tuesday put off a vote on mountainside building restrictions, with members saying they need to collect more information.

The council wants time “to respond to the concerns that we’ve heard,” Mayor Terry Bellamy said. Other council members agreed with delaying a vote until May 8.

The proposed rules for building on steep slopes have raised issues of public safety, view preservation, affordable housing and sprawl.

They pitted residents, developers and affordable housing advocates against one another. Most who spoke at the meeting Tuesday called for strict building rules.

Resident Peter Gentling said strict laws would stop moneyed development that he said was destroying the rest of the country.

“Asheville is besieged by wealthy people, who, having ruined their own landscapes, feel the need to move here for pristine views, skies and the power of our mountains,” Gentling said. “They want these things, but by the very act of … cramming huge houses onto unstable landscapes … they are repeating the same mistakes they made elsewhere.”

Paul Szurek, vice president of the Biltmore Farms development company, said council members should be careful in regulating slope development.

“For us, it is more important to have an adequate supply of land … and a good supply of ongoing good jobs for your kids and my kids and their kids going forward,” Szurek said.

Council members have two recommendations. One from city staff would cover all residentially zoned areas of the city with a 25 percent slope or greater. A 25 percent slope equals an 11.25-degree angle.

The rules would be stricter at elevations of 2,220 feet or higher, applying to property with a 15 percent or greater slope. 

The Grove Park Inn is at 2,300 feet. A total of 9,618 acres could fall under these rules.

Restrictions recommended by the city Planning and Zoning Commission would apply only to areas higher than 2,500 feet with a 25 percent or more slope. That would cover 2,002 acres.
