Do We Really Need Another Power Plant in Buncombe County?
Progress Energy wants to build a 130 MW oil fired “peak” power plant next to the old county landfill in Woodfin. Progress claims this polluting plant is necessary to meet rising energy demands in the state. However, these energy needs could easily be met through conservation measures that would save consumers money and not endanger the health of our communities and the environment. With Western North Carolina’s already dismal air quality, we simply cannot afford a dirty oil burning plant. 
 

• North Carolina ranks in the top ten states for sulfur dioxide pollution and in the top 15 for nitrogen oxide, a major component of smog. 

• According to EPA statistics nearly 1,000 premature deaths occur in NC due to power plant emissions each year.

• Despite Progress claiming this plant will be clean, it is projected to emit 247 tons of smog forming nitrogen oxide, 2.4 tons of sulfur dioxide, and 97 tons of lung damaging particulate matter each year. That would make this plant one of the largest polluters in Buncombe County – probably in the top 5!

• Even these statistics are optimistic, based on Progress Energy’s projection that the plant will only run 10% of the year. A recent Wall Street Journal Report found that such “peak” power plants actually run on average 80% of the time.  

What about Global Warming?
• According to EPA statistics, this plant would produce an average of 217,360 lbs of carbon dioxide per hour of operation!
• The global scientific consensus is that we need to reduce our carbon dioxide emissions by at least 80% by the year 2050 in order to avert the worst consequences of climate change.  With efficiency measures and renewable alternatives, there is no excuse for building any more fossil fuel power plants. 
• Given the tax breaks that exist for alternative energy, there are several proven solar and wind technologies that can meet our energy needs at a price comparable to that of fossil fuel plants.  

What will be its impact on public health and the environment? 

Emissions for the proposed plant each year include:
•  247 tons of Nitrogen Oxides, a component of ground level ozone
•  97 tons of particulate matter
•  31 tons of volatile organic compounds
•  2.4 tons of Sulfur dioxide 
•  Smaller amounts of toxic compounds such as Lead, Benzene, Chromium &    

    Mercury

This mix of chemical emissions is known to cause asthma, pulmonary and heart disease related events.
