North Carolina a leader in toxic air emissions
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RALEIGH — A study released Tuesday found that North Carolina released the second largest amount of toxicants suspected of causing respiratory illness into the air in 2004. 

The largest source of this pollution in the state came from the Duke Energy Belews Creek Steam Station in Stokes County. Progress Energy’s Asheville plant was the 12th largest releaser of suspected respiratory toxicants in the state in 2004.

In 2004, North Carolina also ranked fifth in the country for emissions of chemicals linked to developmental problems and 26th for the release of chemicals linked to reproductive disorders, according to the report by the N.C. Public Interest Research Group.

The report uses information from the federal Toxic Release Inventory to analyze toxic pollution linked to serious health problems such as cancer, birth defects or neurological damage.

View the full report on the Web at: http://ncpirg.org/ reports/ToxicPollutionandHealth2007NC.pdf.

