Report: Western mountains development to increase 22 percent by 2027

	


Asheville Citizen-Times staff reports    April 25, 2007 10:34 am

Developed land in the Western mountains is projected to increase by 22 percent over the next 20 years, according to a report released today by Environment North Carolina.

Asheville is expected to see a 29 percent increase in developed land from now until 2027 while rural mountain areas in the region are projected to see an 18 percent increase in developed land.

The projections are based on development rates in North Carolina over the past twenty years. 

According to the report, North Carolina has lost 2.37 million acres of cropland and

forest land, and developed land in the state has grown by 1.86 million acres.

Most of this development has taken place near major urban centers, with the biggest increases seen in the Piedmont region.

In the mountains, developed land has increased 44 percent in the last two decades, from 591,000 acres to 852,000 acres. During the same time, forest land acreage decreased by 212,000 acres.

Read the full report at: https://www.environmentnorthcarolina.org/uploads/y2/Im/y2ImsX7sICsJeIFfcjicvw/Losing_
