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Tell County Commissioners to Reject Steep Slope Development Changes!





In 2006 and 2007 the Buncombe County Board of Commissioners adopted protections for our mountains to prevent unnecessary harm during development in hillside areas.  On April 7, the county Planning Board voted to recommend to the Commissioners that some of these protections be reversed.





Please tell the Commissioners that such changes must be rejected!





The Planning Board is sending the Commissioners 7 pages of "technical revisions" to the county's Subdivision              development ordinance.  Most of these are reasonable and non-controversial.  But "buried in the weeds" of the               recommendations are a few that would undo key controls on unreasonable development practices.





1) The most significant recommendation proposes to as much as double the amount of land clearing that can  take place in a steep slope development.  As adopted in 2006, the ordinance limits the amount of clearing (called          "land disturbance") depending on the average slope of the development. 


 


For example, if the slope is 25-35%, up to 30% of the land can be cleared.  The Planning Board's recommendation does not change the limits, but subtly adds provisions that would change how these limits would be calculated.  Based on this proposed revision, the 30% clearing limit could balloon to as much as 60%!


 


2) Two other proposed revisions would change an ordinance section adopted in 2007 and create certain exceptions to what is considered land clearing.  This would not count against the clearing limits.  It is written in such a vague way, however, that it would be impossible to enforce, thus adding further to the amount of clearing that could take place in a steep slope development.





The Commissioners adopted an ordinance in 2006 and 2007 that carefully balanced property and development rights with a concern for the safety, environmental, and aesthetic challenges associated with building on steep slopes.  Land clearing is an important issue, because it can have such a profound impact on hillside safety and stability, soil erosion and sedimentation, storm water management, environmental issues, aesthetics, and property value.  This careful balance should not be changed!


 


Tell the Commissioners to reject the proposed changes to Sections 70-5(1), 70-68(e)(1)(i), and 70-68(e)(4)(a).


 


  How you can help!   


Contact each Commissioner by e-mail or phone.  Tell them these changes are a bad idea.  Tell them to let the Planning Board know that the Commissioners meant what they said when they passed the law and to follow it!





Below is contact information for the Board of Commissioners.  Here’s a sample e-mail you can send or create your own:





Dear Commissioners:


 


The Planning Board is asking you to make certain changes to the Subdivision ordinance.  I am concerned that some of the proposals reverse your good work in recent years passing reasonable steep slope development provisions.  I ask that you not let this happen!


 


Please reject  the changes to Sections 70-5(1), 70-68(e)(1)(i), and 70-68(e)(4)(a) that would greatly increase the amount of land clearing allowed in hillside development.  The existing law is a reasonable balance between development rights and safety, environmental, and aesthetic concerns.  Please remain good stewards of our mountain resources!


 


I look forward to your response with your position on this.  I hope I can count on you.


 


Thank you.


 


Commissioner Contact Information - E-mail all by copying and pasting these addresses: 





� HYPERLINK "mailto:Nathan.ramsey@buncombecounty.org" �Nathan.ramsey@buncombecounty.org�;  � HYPERLINK "mailto:commissioner@davidgantt.com" �commissioner@davidgantt.com�;  � HYPERLINK "mailto:carol.peterson@buncombecounty.org" �carol.peterson@buncombecounty.org�; 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:bill.stanley@buncombecounty.org" �bill.stanley@buncombecounty.org�; � HYPERLINK "mailto:davidy@fugazync.com" �davidy@fugazync.com�
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