Weirbridge approval drives stake in the heart of smart growth
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On Nov. 28, the City Council will consider a re-zoning request for Weirbridge Village. This up-scale housing project with commercial frontage will be built on the old Weir/Peterson property along Hendersonville Road that John Boyle waxed nostalgic about in one of his columns ... and then had to wane nostalgic in a follow-up with an “oh well, so it goes.” The plans call for as many very large buildings as can be crammed onto the site. This would result in a density well in excess of the current residential zoning in the area of R-16 (high-density) and R-6 (low/medium-density). The concepts enshrined in the Asheville 2025 comprehensive plan regarding smart growth and in-fill development are laudable. The control of urban sprawl can certainly be of benefit to the city as a whole. But beyond the developers’ bottom line and city tax coffers, it is difficult to see where any other benefit from this development might accrue. Certainly not to the already-established neighborhood nor, at the projected “up-scale” prices, to the general population. Approval of this request would put the lie to “smart growth” and reduce it to a sad contradiction in terms.
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