Whereas: The Commissioners’ $1 lease of public property to Progress Energy represents a subsidy of fossil fuel energy production that is a proven contributor to global warming;

Whereas:  This subsidy is corporate welfare and enriches Progress Energy’s shareholders, while it decreases the quality of life of the citizens of Buncombe County by adding to our already poor air quality;

Whereas:  The citizens of Buncombe County deserve transparency in government and county government’s efforts over the last 24 months in deciding to bring this power plant to Buncombe County did not take place in the sunshine of public participation;

Whereas:  A demand-based approach to our energy needs would result in the elimination for the need of this power plant and a proactive step in addressing our critical global warming situation on a local level;

Whereas:  The Commissioners can address the future lack of grid power in Buncombe County with demand side solutions which will be a win-win situation for our entire county and region;

Whereas:  The pollution from power plants contributes to a rising regional plague of lung-disease deaths – whose rate here is now the highest in the state – as well as childhood asthma, which has doubled locally in the last 15 years;

Whereas:  Tourism represents an $111 million/year industry in Buncombe County and the annual average visibility has been reduced to 27 miles where the EPA calculates that on average, visibility without human made pollution in this area would be 93 miles*  

Whereas:  The Commissioners’ decision to subsidize this particular for-profit monopoly will tilt the playing field against local businesses dealing in efficiency technologies and renewable energy;

Whereas:  The rate structure of N.C.’s utility board favors the supply-side building of power plants rather than a refocus on addressing the demand-side of energy use, and you gave away for $1 the only obstacle Progress had to building another plant in Buncombe County; 

Whereas:  New markets will be created when politicians find the will to stop subsidizing fossil fuels, which needlessly cost lives and money, and change public policy in favor of clean renewable technologies, educational programs, and business incentives to effectively lower demand and supply current needs with room for growth in non-polluting ways;


Therefore, be it resolved that we request the Buncombe County Board of Commissioners to rescind its decision of January 16, 2007, to lease our public land to Progress Energy for an oil-burning plant.  Be it further resolved that we request the Buncombe County Board of Commissioners to commission a study, with citizen leadership, renewable energy professionals, and staff support, to determine the least-cost mix of electrical generation and energy demand-reduction, including an evaluation of impact on public health, local tourism, and global warming.

*http://www.airtrust.org/aboutcact.htm,Clean Air Community Trust
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Please return this to WNC Alliance, 29 N. Market St., Suite 610, Asheville, NC  28801
Our first deadline for collecting signatures is Monday, Feb. 19th, 2007. Please keep collecting signatures and sending them in after that. www.wnca.org  newenergyparadigms@gmail.com  www.mvalliance.net
